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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
IMPORTANT DATES
RACHEL|I GOTHELF
Feb. 5- 2nd Grade Messibat Chumash 2B Married to: Michael Gothelf
9:00am / 2A 11:00am Have 4 children: Gili (5), Neta (4), Rona (1),
. Ari (N)

Feb. 6-Tu BeShevat. Progran'! in School BA: in general history and history of the

Feb. 9- 5th Grade Mishmar-Pickup at 4:45pm Jewish people

Feb. 10/11- 8th Grade Shabbaton MA:Business manager specializing in

Feb. 15- Sharsheret Pink Day, MS Only marketing and advertising

Feb. 17- Presidents' Day Assembly, Wear Red,

. Why are you a teacher?

White, and Blue | was passionate about teaching and

Feb. 20- Presidents' Day, NO SESSIONS educating students since my days serving

Feb. 22- Rosh Chodesh Adar and Topsy Turvy our beautiful country Israel at the IDF as a

Day teacher, and this passion is still with me

after 15 years of teaching. Educating the |3
next generation, seeing their enthusiasm

Feb. 23- BPY Annual Dinner

March 1- 5th Grade Megillah Reading @ and excitement learning and studying
6:30pm especially in such a warm environment as
March 2- Read Across America BPY while sharing with the students my love

March 6- Ta’anit Esther, 2:00pm Dismissal. T R

Aftercare ends at 4:30pm, No After School What are your hobbies?

Programs Reading books and studying, researching

March 7- Purim, NO SESSIONS Family Megillah our Jewish history and tradition. | believe

Reading @ 10:00am that our past and history is our guide and
|way of Life in our present and the future. UT

71N NN N7I NN 'NA.

March 8- Shushan Purim, Costume and Carnival

Day

March 12- Daylight Savings Time

March 14- 4th Grade Heritage Fair @ 6:00pm The tuition assistance process for the 2023/2024 school
Pi Day Program year is now open. The deadline to apply is February 8,

March 17- Begin Late Friday Dismissal- EC 2:05pm/ | 2023. If you would like more information, please reach

ES&MS 2:20pm out to Shoshi Ryp, Director of Finance, at

March 19- Parent Teacher Conferences ZOOM shoshir@benporatyosef.org or ex 1812.

March 23- Rosh Chodesh Nissan-Wear Blue and

White Families can dedicate a day of Learning in memory of a

loved one, in honor of a special occasion, or in the
merit of a speedy recovery through our Parnas HaYom
Mazal Tov / Mabrook program. For more information regarding this and
+ MasonRgsentelion his Rarhitavaly other sponsorship opportunities, please contact
¢ PRI H U e el Development at giving@benporatyosef.org or visit our
- Morah Yani's being honored at her shul :
website www.benporatyosef.org

243 E. FRISCH COURT, PARAMUS, NJ 07652

March 26- BPY Drama Club Performance




PARASHAT BESHALACH
MORAH SARAH BARTGES
MIDDLE SCHOOL ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL

In dedication to my middle school students.....

In parashat BeShalach, we read about the Jews' exodus out of Egypt and the miracle of the splitting
of the §1D0-0'. One of the pivotal moments in this week's Torah reading occurs when the Israelites
are standing on the banks of the ©10-0' with the Egyptian army rushing in behind them and a vast
sea Lying before them. At that moment, the Jews cry out in panic to Moshe, questioning HaShem's
ability to lead them to safety. HaShem's response to Moshe upon Moshe's sharing of this hysteria is
as follows - "Why do you cry out to Me? Speak to the children of Israel, that they should go forward"”
(14:15).

The prompting to move forward is a germane encouragement for those of who are lucky enough to
work or live with middle school aged students. During this stage of development, the early
adolescent is becoming slowly, or sometimes all too suddenly, aware of his/her individuality and
the power that she/he has on influencing the world. At times, the realization of this power can be
overpowering and even paralyzing. It is exhausting to suddenly have to be thinking 24/7 about
what decisions to make and how those decisions will influence others. As such, it is not uncommon
for early adolescents to be lured into just “following the herd", as this requires much Less effort and
induces Less anxiety. In addition, it provides one with the handy “get out of jail free card"” - if trouble
arises, just blame your words/actions on the fact that you were just following what everyone else
was doing.

When the Israelites were standing at the edge of the sea, it took one individual - Nachshon the son
of Aminadav - to take the first step in the waters, while everyone else was paralyzed with terror.
Nachshon's choice to move forward, demonstrated his trust in HaShem's words that moving
forward into the waters was necessary. Although Nachson undoubtedly had fear and trepidation,
he knew that a future of freedom could only come to fruition if the Jews were brave enough to take
a step towards it, regardless of what the journey resulting from that step would Look Llike. It is my
fervent hope that all of the middle school students will experience a moment similar to
Nachshon's, a moment where they are standing at a tipping point and make the choice to take a step
- one that is guided by faith, bravery, and trust - towards positive change. And so, | urge the
students, as they navigate this turbulence and trying time of their lives, to keep their heads up and
their eyes open for their Yam Suf moment. And when such an opportunity arises, b"H they will have
the courage to take a step forward and not backward, inspiring the rest of us to follow in their
footsteps.
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MAMA MIA! MORAH LORI'S KINDERGARDEN
TRAVELS TOITALY

The jet setting kids of Gan Keshet are at it again. This time we fastened our seatbelts and headed for
Italy. Our first stop was Pisa. Imagine our surprise when we saw a tower that was Leaning! How was this
possible? Was it safe to go inside? Why would someone build a building like this? We set out to explore
and Learn all about this famous tower. We even tried our hand at solving math equations and adding on
the corresponding number of blocks to design towers that were structurally sound despite Leaning. Our
next stop was to a famous culinary school where we learned how to make ricotta cheese and fresh
pasta. Wow! they taste so different from the cheeses and pasta we are used to. Then we went to the
vineyard, picked grapes and made our own grape juice the old fashioned way. We can't wait to explore
more of Italy!

4th Grade Engineering Challenge: Acme Amusement is looking for a new ride: combining bumper
cars and roller coasters (who wouldn't Love that?!), has 2 passengers that finish the ride in a cup at
the end, is safe, and fun! 4th graders have been learning about energy and motion and put their
knowledge to the test in design teams building bumper coasters on the wall. They will finish their




Be a Nachshon

ARIZ. GREENE, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

The j7109 says:
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"HaShem said to Moshe, why are you crying out to me? Speak to Bnei Yisrael and travel

What is HaShem’s critiqgue of Moshe? Moshe and the entire Bnei Yisrael are stuck
between a rock and a hard place. Behind them is an angry mob of Egyptians consisting of
the finest soldiers, horses and chariots chasing after them in order to prevent them from
leaving Egypt. Before them is a sea without any means of transportation for crossing,
also preventing complete escape from Egypt. There, amidst the chaos, is Moshe and Bnei
Yisrael in a bit of a predicament. They are supposed to leave Egypt behind, but how? What
else can they do at this point besides cry out towards HaShem for help! Does the
situation not justify such aresponse?

Many commentators explain that HaShem was not critiquing that Moshe was davening to
Him at such a dire time. Rather, HaShem’s critique was regarding the moment in time in
which he was davening. HaShem was telling Moshe not to despair so early, there is still
room to try before giving up. Take those extra couple of steps into the Yam Suf to the
point where you have exerted all of your physical and mental ability. Once you have done
all that you can, then you may pray for help. This is how we can understand the j7109.

“Why are you crying out towards me”, at this moment? You still have room to try to
exert more effort. “Speak to Bnei Yisrael and travel”, take those extra few steps and
then ask for my help.

When faced with the Reed Sea in front of them and the Egyptians closing in, Bnai Yisrael
were paralyzed with fear. God made a promise but it took a literal leap of faith for
Nachshon Ben Aminadav to jump into the water, demonstrating his belief and as soon as
he did so the waters parted. We too have many challenges. BPY is dedicated to meeting
those challenges. Be a Nachshon. Please consider donating to our Annual Dinner.

Shabbat Shalom!




MOMMY AND ME

This week's Glow in the Dark Mommy & Me with Morah Jessica and Morah Faige was SPARKLING,
DAZZLING, and BRILLIANT!!! Our largest turn out ever, more than 25 moms/caregivers and babies,
experienced a morning filled with singing, dancing, and glow in the dark fun. Thank you to everyone
who joined us. We loved hosting our future BPY students and their friends. [][]

DEBATE TEAM

The BPY Debate team was so excited to participate in the second debate of the year. For this Debate
Meet we competed against students from JKHA (Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy), Noam and
Moriah. Thank you to JKHA for hosting the debate. Although our students are not yet in college, they
were able to analyze the issue with such maturity and sophistication. Everyone did an amazing job
addressing the pros and cons of whether the government should fund college for all Americans. In
preparation for the meet, the students researched, wrote speeches, practiced presenting and worked
on possible questions for their cross examinations. Mazal Tov and Mabrook to Atara Kagedan and
Nikki Attar for winning 1st place team! Congratulations to Nikki for also placing 3rd place for
individual speakers. We are so proud of the entire BPY team! We Look forward to our next debate.

e




MORAH GINNY'S ART CORNER

In anticipation of Tu BeShvat, students recycled newspaper and other
printed materials into collage trees in art class!




THE BEIT RACHEL SYNAGOGUE

ASTANA, KAZAKHSTAN

This synagogue is located in Astana, which is the capital city of
Kazakhstan. Beit Rachel is the largest synagogue in Central Asia. It has
become a symbol of tolerance in the region. In 2004, President
Nursultan Mazarbayev, officially opened the synagogue. Funds were
raised by the Jewish community, but the land was donated by the
government. Much of the community is Ashkenazi. Many of the original
settlers in Kazakhstan were Russian Army conscripts who came in the
17th century. At the time, there were no synagogues and services were
held in private homes. Later, Jews fleeing the Holocaust settled in

Kazakhstan (around 8,500). Many of the Jews in Kazakhstan have made

Aliyah. Presently, there are around 3,300 Jews in Kazakhstan.In addition
to the large synagoque, the building houses a community center, day
school, food distribution center, elderly care and a summer camp. The
reason for building such a large synagogue is to be a public symbol of
how Jews and Muslims can get along well together.

PARASHAH CORNER WITH RAV ACOCA

nNY15n Ni1'S

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR CHILDREN ON SHABBAT

Parashah Questions
1.What is the name of this week's Parashah?

2.Who sent Am Israel?
3.What happened after Pharaoh sent them?
4.What did Pharaoh do?
5.Where did Bnei Yisrael come to?
6.What did they do when they got there?
7.What did HaShem tell to Moshe to do?
8.What did HaShem tell Moshe to do after
Bnei Yisrael were out of the sea?
9.What did Bnei Yisrael do when they saw the
miracle that happened?
10. What was the bread that HaShem gave Bnei
Yisrael from the sky?
11.Which nation attacked Bnei Yisrael? Who
won the war?

Parashah Answers
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PLEASE JOIN US IN CELEBRATING AT

BEN PORAT YOSEF'S

ANNUAL DINNER

XY 7D DNan
ALL OF ISRAEL ARE UNITED IN FRIENDSHIP
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023

A“OUN 1TNA A7 1IN 'wmn Of
po 7:00 PM « EDGEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB

TO RSVP OR DONATE VISIT
WWW.BPYDINNER.ORG
OR SCAN THE QR CODE

KINDLY RESPOND BY
FEBRUARY 12, 2023

HONORING

MAURY & ELINOR LITWACK STEVEN & CHERIE MAYER JACKLYN COHEN STACY GOLDSTEIN
GUESTS OF HONOR GUESTS OF HONOR YOUNG LEADERSHIP AWARD FACULTY AWARD RECIPIENT




Thank you!!! To our Giving Circle Members

0'7iN » Chozim ¢ Visionary Sponsorship
Anonymous
0'VOI1 * Note'im * Planter Sponsorship PY
Adam & Julie Groveman *Steven & Cherie Mayer Lm0
Mordy & Michele Rosenberg

N'1NVD * Patronim ¢ Patron Sponsorship
Yoni & Jacklyn Cohen e Isaac & Talia Dayan
Uri & Tamar Moche
0’2’12 » Nedivim * Philanthropist Sponsorship
Anonymous ¢ Daniel & Tzippy Cohen
Josh Drazen & Susan Helft « Michael & Gila Harary
Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey
Daniel Schwartz & Rachel Barber Schwartz
David & Daniella Spier « Moshe Zucker
D0'>nIn « Tomechim « Supporter Sponsorship
David & Julia Baruch Alexander & Jennifer Chester
Boaz & Shoshana Golani * Joseph & Aliza Hedaya
Howard & Deena Kestenbaum ¢ Maury & Elinore Litwack *Daniel & Jana
Malka Richard & Tamara Solomon « Rabbi Saul & Cindy Zucker

D'NIN * Tormim * Donor Sponsorship
Ronen & Anna Grady ¢ Seth & Orit Gribetz
Jared & Ariel Harary ¢ Jonathan & Shlomit Stein
Alex & Carly Teichman

02N ¢ Chaverim ¢ Friend Sponsorship
Eric & Laura Abergel « Oren & Sarah Adler « Anonymous * Anonymous
Gavriel Bellino & Cori Robinson « Simon & Allie Brookim

David & Chedva Breau * Naftali & Sybill Cohen » Mark & Talya Douek
Alan & Liz Mitrani « Robert & Michelle Mizrahi * Jasonh & Simone Rebhun
Amir & Hadas Richulsky « Dov Segal & Aliza Charlop

Jason & Dara Silverstein * Boaz Vega & Ilana Sterling
Members as of 2-2-23




Thank you!!! To our Giving Circle Members

D'SNIY « Shutafim « Partner Sponsorship
Rabbi Ilan & Dina Acoca * Matt & Batya & Albert Nadler
American Paper & Supply * Yehuda & Tally Angster
Alberto & Daisy Attar « Ira Balsam )BPY
Ben & Tamar Blumenthal « Aviva and Yehuda Benhorin\e,.
Sara Burnbaum ¢ Ari & Raquel Cohen « CJ & Tova Cohen
Joseph & Danielle Cohen * Shaul & Jodi Cohen * Deanna Drew
Oren & Kara Epstein « David & Cindy Feigenblum « Evan Finkelstein
Eric & Nancy Fremed » Sammy & Lauire Friedland
Harris & Elisheva Goldstein « Raphael Goodman
Michael & Racheli Gothelf « Ari & Estee Gross Ari Grunezweig
Jimmy Haber ¢ Zvi & Jodie Hollander
Shalom Holtz & Leebie Mallin « Elizabeth Jacob
Jeff & Sharon Jacobs ¢ Chaim & Heather Kagedan Adam Kaplan
Kaite Katz « Betty and Irwin Keller z"l
Avi & Lauren Kelin  Stephen Kelin » Joe & Hillary Khodari
Sharon Kinstlinger » Moshe & Renee Klyman
Lawrence Katz & Samantha Koutcher ¢ Stuart & Sherri Krupnick
Yussie & Cheryl Leiser « Yishai Lemberger & Ilana Hendlish
Nathan & Shari Lindenbaum ¢ Beth & Nat Lipschitz
Enrique & Sydell « Levy Michael Litwack « Noam & Naomi Litwack
Shachar Lobl & Temimah Zucker ¢ Benjamin & Rebecca Lopkin
Matthew & Gladys Maryles Jeffrey & Malkie Mayer
Jeffrey & Allison Miller » Alan & Liz Mitrani
Sam & Debbie Moed * David & Pamela Ness « Evan & Naomi Newman
Ronnie & Nicole Obadiah » Naomi Ostrove ¢ Jason & Eta Pinewski
Edward & Abby Prince « Cesare Pinto & Susan Heller * Jamie Richman
Chanan Riemer & Aliza Strassman e Cheryl Rosenberg
Neil & Michele Rosenberg ¢ Philip & Ruth Roth « Yosef & Ellie Rothstein
Yossi & Tzivia Rubin * Shoshi and Ben Ryp * Yoni & Talya Safier
Daniel & Lindsay Setton « Talia & Abie Shulman « Scott & Susie Smedresman
Brandon Stern & Deborah Sason ¢ Eliezer & Ruthie Stavsky
Aton & Arielle Teitelbaum ¢ Terry & Michelle Turner ¢ Eitan & Nava Ulmer

Members as of 2-2-23
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Thank you!!!
To our Grandparents Circle Members

0'21NVY « Patronim ¢ Patron Sponsorship
Doron & Faye Cohen
D'2'T2 » Nedivim ¢ Philanthropist Sponsorship \ 292
Gerald & Fern Chester
Rachel Lefkowitz
Andy & Jan Groveman

D'nIN ¢ Tormim * Donor Sponsorship
Ben & Esther Chouake
Sanford Riemer & Barb Feige

02N ¢ Chaverim « Friend Sponsorship

Judy Batievsky ¢ Richard & Sue Kelin
Morris (Yossi) & Yosefa Knoll ¢ Aaron & Judith Mitrani
Charles & Rochelle Moche

D'SNIY « Shutafim « Partner Sponsorship
Anonymous * Leonard & Laura Berner

Jonathan & Susan Bernstein ¢ Louis B. & Elaine Chapman
Michael & Mona Fishbane « Neal & Fay Ginsberg ¢ Itzhak & Rina Goldberg

Stan & Brenda Goldstein * Gerald & Tamar Goldfischer

Andrew & Maeve Gyenes ¢ Kevin & Cynthia Holton » Marsha Jacobson
Elissa Jacobson ¢ Philip Kadish * Kenneth & Ronna King
Thomas & Edna Krausz ¢ Janet Levick David & Gila Litwack
Ira Miller « Howard & Susan Peskoe « Laurie Phipps
Paula Riemer « Morris & Debbie Robinson * Simmy & Priva Safier
Richie & Sara Schlussel * Jack & Deborah Schuss ¢ Saadia & Marla Shapiro
Renee Unterman * Reuben and Sharon Weinstein

Members as of 2-2-23




